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August 7, 2015
To School Official at _______________________________

As you know, the Arkansas Department of Health partnered with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to implement varicella outbreak surveillance in schools project for the past school year. The Communicable Disease division would like to share some of our findings and thank you for your participation.
During the 2014-2015 school year, 1,219 schools (over 498,000 students) were under surveillance. With your help we were able to collect data about vaccination coverage among Arkansan students.  In the 2014-2015 school year, Arkansas had a total of 254 cases of varicella, a significant decrease over the years since we first began tracking the disease in 2006 and observed 1,213 cases. With your help, we were able to confirm that varicella vaccine is highly effective in preventing 85% of infections with one dose and 94% effective in preventing infection among persons receiving two doses.

We would like to thank each of you for your hard work in reporting and helping to collect this information. The health department has always investigated reports of varicella and advised the schools on what recommendations might be needed. School nurses do a great job communicating with us about diseases/outbreaks that may be occurring in their schools.  We want to encourage them to continue to call and report.

We are also including a Guide for School Nurses to Report Communicable Diseases to help with some of the questions you may have and an Updated Reportable Diseases List and Instructions. 
We appreciate your cooperation and collaboration with this project. Please call our division of Communicable Disease at 501-537-8969 if we can be of assistance.

Sincerely,

Dirk Haselow, MD, PhD

Medical Director

Communicable Disease/Immunization Section

Arkansas Department of Health
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